Bharatam Showcase in Chicago

"There isn't any knowledge, sculpture or art that is not found in dance" is an ancient Indian saying.  True to that spirit, the Bharatam Academy of Dance presented its "Bharata Natyam Showcase 2006" on May 13, 2006 at the Hindu Temple of Greater Chicago in Lemont, Illinois. Bharatam showcased over 70 of its students in 18 dance items.  Dancers from age 5 to adults performed in various compositions choreographed by Vanitha Veeravalli, the director of Bharatam.  It was apparent to any spectator that more than the students going through the art, the art had gone through the students.

Right from the first item "nrittta anjali" emphasizing pure dance, the tenor of the recital was clear. This piece was followed by senior students presenting "Nardhana Ganapatim" - a joyful piece in Nattai ragam where a dancing Lord Ganesha was depicted.  In the next piece new students performed "adavus" and the contrast from the earlier group could not be clearer.  It was invigorating to see the gleam in their eyes and the promise of future from them - some as young as five years old.  The patience exhibited by all the performers required for dressing in traditional clothes and dance jewellery was remarkable.  The Bharatam dance school, the parents and Vanitha Veeravalli have to complimented for the exquisite look of the dancers, the stage décor and proficient presentations.

The program had a perfect blend of pure dance items like "Vadya Lahiri", "Jatiswaram" and "Tillana" and pieces based on an evolving story lines.  Some of the later dances drew their inspiration from Hindu mythology - like the one on Lord Shiva as Sankara of Srigiri, a poem on Sivakama Sundari - a form of Parvati and a prayer to Lord Murugan.  

The second half of the program focused on Lord Krishna and started with an anjali.  This was followed by depictions of Ras Meera, effects of Krishna's flute playing, plays with gopikas, his leelas like raising the Govardhan mountain, childhood pranks and episodes from the Mahabharatha.  An effective piece was a solo dance by Maryann Manatt for poem by Bharathi about a mother adoring her child as Krishna - an appropriate present for all the mothers on Mothers Day.  Maryann's abihnayas and acting were truly remarkable.

Vanitha Veeravalli is an accomplished Bharata Natyam dancer who studied at Kalakshetra and also from Kalaimamanis Indira Rajan and Dr Saraswathi.  It is heartening to note that great knowledge from those sources is transmitted to students in Chicago area.  Following the acclaimed full length dance drama on Saint Thyagraja that Vanitha and Bharatam presented earlier, this Showcase was an excellent program.

